Abstract
METHODOLOGY
To help reducing the gap between countries, UNESCO adopted an Open Access Policy. UNESCO provides free access to scientific information and unrestricted use of electronic data. This research makes use of this data, particularly:
• This research applied quantitative methods of data analyses to structure sets of data, primarily available in html format. A systematic empirical investigation was realized via numerical data and semi-automated techniques, in order to reduce rhetorical assumptions. The data is used to reveal the differences and similarities between UNESCO countries and regions, throughout time. Countries were categorized within the five UNESCO regions: Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Arab States, Latin America and the Caribbean, Europe and North America. Three data analyses were performed with the data previously listed. These analyses will be detailed on the following three sections:
• Specifically, these data analyses are expected to feed factual knowledge into the discussion around the following three assumptions:
• 
DATA ANALYSIS
Since 1948, UNESCO has published 74 reference texts: conventions (29), recommendations (32) and declarations (13). Conventions are supranational policies, setting standards primarily by experts in representation of UNESCO Member States, eventually, in cooperation with other international organizations, which sign or agree to endorse the convention, being these added to the list of state parties. Instead, recommendations and declarations are adopted during the General Conference of UNESCO, without lists of state parties (UNESCO, 2015f) . Figure 1 shows The publication of UNESCO reference texts is not cyclical and has no yearly limitation. It ranges from one reference text (e.g. 1948) to eight reference texts (1978) . There are two periods with an influx of reference texts published. Those are respectively, the periods between 1971-1980 and 1997-2005 . UNESCO has developed few specific reference texts of relevance to culture, but there are many more reference texts endorsing standards in global ethics, to guideline heritage conservation. 1948 1950 1952 1954 1956 1958 1960 1961 1962 1964 1966 1968 1970 1971 1972 1974 1976 1978 1979 1980 1981 1983 1985 1989 1993 1995 1997 Figure 2 illustrates a classification of these reference texts, according to their focus: disciplinary, cultural and/or natural. They reveal a predominance of disciplinary reference texts as the 2003 Intangible Heritage Convention (addressing a sub-category of cultural heritage properties), as well as, highlights the innovative aspect of 1972 World Heritage Convention, which still today remains the only convention, and one of the few reference texts, addressing nature and culture sciences together. Though, the conventions studied in this paper do have one thing in common: they are both inscription-based conventions. Next sections follow the results of their comparative analyses.
The 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention
The 1972 The first analysis, illustrated on Figure 3 , shows a graph with the cumulative percentages of countries, grouped by UNESCO regions, which have adopted the WHC throughout the years. It shows that the Arab States were the first to reach 100% of adoption, followed by Europe and North America, and Latin America and the Caribbean. Instead, the two UNESCO regions, Africa, and Asia and the Pacific, have not yet reached 100% of adoption rate. In contrast, some countries did not yet ratify the WHC, namely: Somalia, South Sudan, Timor Leste, Tuvalu and Nauru. Figure 4 details the process of adoption through the four decades after the WHC convention. The first decade (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) ) is led by the Arab States (82%), followed by Latin America and the Caribbean (52%), Africa (40%), Europe and North America (36%), and Asia and the Pacific (17%). During the second decade (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) , both Europe and North America (80%) and Latin America and the Caribbean (79%) got closer to the Arab States (94%), as opposed to Asia (52%) and the Pacific to Africa (59%). The third decade (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) is notable for the total adoption of Arab States countries, only reached a decade later by Europe and North America and Latin America and the Caribbean.
The first country ratifying the convention was United States of America in 1973, followed by nine pioneer countries in 1974. They were respectively, four Arab States countries (Egypt, Iraq, Sudan and Algeria), three African countries (Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria and Niger), one European country (Bulgaria) and one country in Asia and the Pacific (Australia).
Europe and North America is indeed the UNESCO region with more countries (50) represented in the WHC. Though, this region is closely followed by the regions Africa and Asia and the Pacific, each represented by 45 countries. Latin America and the Caribbean include 33 countries. Arab States is the smaller region, including 17 countries. When comparing the number of countries in Europe and North America with the total number of other countries adhered to the WHC it can be concluded that countries in Europe and North America have never been in majority. Instead, they ranged from 25% (1974) to 44% (1976; 1996; 1997) . In average, Europe and North America countries are fairly higher than 1/3 of the total countries. Focusing on the outcomes of the WHC in relation to the UN European countries (http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49regin.htm#europe), Figure 5 shows that the Northern European countries were the first to reach 100% of adoption rate, in 1995, while the Western European countries did it one year later, in 1996. Figure 6 details the process of adoption in four decades. The first decade (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) ) is led by Western Europe (63%), followed by Southern Europe (36%), and equalled by Northern and Eastern Europe (20%). During the second decade (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) , Eastern slightly (90%) overpasses Western Europe (88%) and 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Northern Europe (70%) is nearly matching Southern Europe (71%). This last, is the only region being totalized in the fourth and last decade. All other three regions reach their total number during the third decade (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) . The expected sequence of events countries would follow after the WHC Convention would be first, the ratification of the WHC and second, the nomination of World Heritage (WH) properties. However, as it was already stated, a correlation has been confirmed between the countries representing the WH Committee and the location of properties being nominated (UNESCO, 2011; Meskell, 2013) . What follows on Table 1 is the elicitation of the countries in relation to the number of properties inscribed on the WH List, while countries were members of the WH Committee, i.e., during a mandate. We focus on the absolute number of WH properties inscribed during a mandate, but also on its percentage in relation to the total number of WH properties listed by the country.
Italy, France and China are the three countries with a higher absolute number of WH properties nominated while in mandate. Those numbers are, respectively, 36, 32 and 30 properties. They represent, respectively, 70.6%, 82.1% and 63.8% of the total of properties listed as World Heritage. Bulgaria, although the absolute number is only 9 WH properties, has , 100% of the WH properties were nominated during mandates,. Therefore, the absolute number and the percentages are both important to be taken into consideration. Moreover, 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1995 1996 1997 Figure 7 hints the dispersion of countries inscribing WH properties during mandates, over time. The leading countries inscribing WH properties during mandates, by number of WH properties, (see Figure 8 ) are the countries in Europe and North America, followed by Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, Arab States and Africa. Though, when contextualizing these numbers to the total number of WH properties, the results change considerably. Latin America and the Caribbean (52%), closely followed by Asia and the Pacific (51%), are the two UNESCO regions with about half of the WH properties in their territory, inscribed while their countries were in mandate. This tendency is noted ever since the first (Beazley and Deacon, 2007 The analysis of the adoption rate of the IHC throughout the years, per UNESCO region is illustrated on Figure 9 . It shows a graph with the cumulative percentage of countries which have adopted the agreements of the IHC. From a total of 195 countries members of UNESCO, 161 have signed the agreements of the IHC, thus, around 82%. More specifically, the Arab States have the highest adoption (94%), followed by Latin America and the Caribbean (91%), and Europe and North America (84%). Instead, the two UNESCO regions, Africa (81%), and Asia and the Pacific (73%). None have yet reached 100% of adoption rate, but are quite close. Although there are 34 countries which have not yet ratified the IHC convention, Nauru (a country in the UNESCO region Asia and the Pacific), which was one of the five countries which did not ratified the WHC, was found to have ratified the IHC.
Analyzing the adoption rate of the IHC per UN European region, Figure 10 shows that the Western European countries were the first to reach 100% of adoption rate, in 2013. The other European regions are yet far from reaching the totality. Table 2 shows the list of countries which have nominated Intangible Heritages properties (IH) while members of IHC Committee. We focus on the absolute number of nominated IWC, but also on its percentage in relation to the total number of IH. It can be observed that Croatia, China and Republic of Korea are the three countries with a higher absolute number of IH nominated while in mandate. Those numbers are, respectively, 13, 13 and 12 properties. They represent, respectively, 92.9%, 34.2% and 70.6% from the total of properties listed as IH. Even though China appears on the top 3 list of both WHC and IHC Conventions, the percentage is relation to the total number of heritages is smaller in the context of the IHC (34.2% against 63.8% of the WHC). Moreover, Table 2 Figure 10 illustrates the share between UNESCO regions in relation to the number of inscribed IWH during mandates. In this case, when compared to the 1972 Convention, Asia and the Pacific surpass the Europe and North America region, with percentages respectively, of 37% and 35%. The region Latin America and the Caribbean has again the third position (15%), while Africa has now a higher share (8%) than the Arab Countries (5%). Though, when contextualizing these numbers to the total number of inscribed IWH, the results change considerably. Europe and North America have 42% of the IWH inscribed while in mandate. The other regions have smaller, but not considerably different percentages. This tendency is noted to decrease from the first, to the last years, respectively 2008 (24.2%) and 2013 (7.6%). It is important to state that there are only 11 countries (out of 50 with mandates), which never nominated Intangible World Heritages during their mandates. They are alphabetically: Albania, Burkina Faso, Cuba, Czech Republic, Jordan, Madagascar, Nicaragua, Niger, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates and Zimbabwe.
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Although the WHC and IHC Conventions are different in nature, they both address heritage conservation. WHC is broader in focus, addressing natural and cultural, tangible and intangible, while IHC is tailored to intangible cultural heritage. For allowing the comparison between the WHC and IHC Conventions, the analysis will focus on 10 years after the conventions took place, thus respectively, from 1973 until 1983, and from 2004 to 2014.
As earlier mentioned, from a total of 195 countries members of UNESCO, 191 have today signed the agreements of the WHC by August 2014 (UNESCO, 2014). However, when analysing Figure 12 , only 76 countries (39%) have signed it a decade after the publishing of the convention, thus, between 1973 and 1983. In relation to the IHC, as already on the previous analysis, 161 countries (83%) have signed the agreements of the convention after a decade of its occurrence. It may indicate that with exception to the Arab States, that follow a similar pioneer adoption pattern, other UNESCO regions were by far faster with the adoption of IHC, than with the WHC. Africa, Europe and North America and Latin America and the Caribbean nearly doubled their adoption ratings. Particularly, Asia and the Pacific tripled their adoption rating.
In relation to the adoption rate per UNESCO region, Figure 13 shows that around 80% of the Arab countries have adopted the agreements of the WHC after a decade of its occurrence, while only 50% of the European and North American countries have done it by 1983. Asia and the Pacific countries have the lowest adoption rate by 1983 (less than 20%). As for the IHC, in general all regions have a higher adoption rate when compared to the WHC, with the lower point of 73% for the Asia and the Pacific countries. Again, the Arab States have the higher adoption rate (around 94%) and Europe and North American countries the third highest (around 84%). Figure 14 shows graphs comparing the adoption rate per European regions, between the WHC and IHC, in the first decade after the occurrence of the conventions. As observed for the UNESCO regions, on Figure 12 , Figure 13 also indicates that in general the adoption rate is higher for the IHC than for the WHC. In both cases, the Western European countries have a higher adoption rate than the other countries. However, this rate is only 62.5% after a decade from the WHC, whereas it is 100% after a decade from the IHC. 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 Cumulative 
